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June 26, 2020 
 
Hi Alan: 
 
Your goal was to determine who Old Man Allred was.  Per the family story handed down to you, your 
grandfather Walter Anding (1893-1962) was the son of your great grandmother Eliza and Old Man 
Allred.  Per the story, Eliza worked as a maid in Old Man Allred’s home.   The story of Walter’s real father 
was well known in the family and in the community.  Eliza married Steve Anding who raised Walter as 
his own son and gave him the Anding name. 
 
First, I need to discuss Eliza and what her real last name was.  This is compounded by some confusion in 
records about what your grandfather’s real middle name was.   He is listed in various records as Walter 
Anding, Walter M. Anding and Walter McDaniel Anding.  The middle name McDaniel is documented by 
the Military Roster of men who reported for service at Camp Shelby during World War I1 which you can 
see below, however as you can see, someone wrote the name in after the document was typed.  This 
leaves the question – who wrote the name in and is it the correct name? 
 

 
1 The National Archives at Washington, D.C.; Washington, D.C.; Series Title: Lists of Men Ordered to Report to Local 
Board for Military Duty in the District of Columbia; NAI Number: 1159403; Record Group Title: Records of the 
Selective Service System; U.S., Lists of Men Ordered to Report to Local Board for Military Duty, 1917–1918 
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Most likely Walter’s middle name, McDaniel, was given in honor of his mother’s maiden name – or so it 
appears.   Walter’s mother’s Death Certificate was found on Ancestry2:   
 

 
 
As you can see, Eliza’s parents were listed as Alford McDaniel and Pollie Robinson.  However, Alford and 
Pollie McDaniel are listed on the 1880 and 1870 Federal Census as Alfred and Mary McDonald.  Below is 
the 1880 census3 showing Eliza as their daughter: 
 

 
 

 
2 Mississippi State Board of Health, Death Certificate # 12679 for Eliza Anding, death date June 12, 1928, Lincoln 
County, Mississippi 
3 Federal Census Year: 1880; Census Place: Beat 5, Lincoln, Mississippi; Roll: 655; Page: 126C; Enumeration 

District: 035 



Pollie, as Eliza’s mother was listed on her death certificate, is a common nickname for Mary.  The 
handwriting on the death certificate was horrible, so Alford could have easily been Alfred.   
 
Note:  there are LOTS of mistakes in census records.  Perhaps the agent misunderstood what was being 
said.  Perhaps the agent was bad at spelling.  Perhaps the family was not home and a neighbor gave the 
information and got it wrong.  Perhaps the agent just guessed at names and ages, unable  to understand 
a family member who was mumbling or too shy to speak loudly or too busy to stop work and answer 
correctly.  But as you can see, Eliza and her family were clearly listed as McDonald.   
 
The same is true on the 1870 Federal Census4 where Alfred, Mary and their family were listed as 
McDonald.  Note:  Eliza is not listed as she had not been born yet.  Also Note:  This appears to be an 
extended family living under one roof.   Look at the ages – for example, Mary, who was 28 years old 
could not have given birth to Sarah who was 21 or Francis who was 28.  Keeping in mind this census was 
taken just 5 years after the end of the Civil War when slaves were released from bondage, my guess is 
this is an extended family living together as they tried to reshape their lives and move forward in the 
post-war years.   
 

 
 
Thus you can see that although Eliza’s maiden name was listed as McDaniel on her death certificate, per 
the census records her true maiden name was McDonald.    Why?   Which name is correct?  McDonald 
or McDaniel?   I was unable to find Alfred and Mary/Pollie on the 1900 Federal Census.  I was also 
unable to find any of Eliza’s siblings.  Did they all die prior to 1900 or did they move away?  When Eliza 
died in 1928, did the informant simply make a mistake; did he say something like “I think her father was 
Alfred McDaniel” instead of McDonald?  He certainly would not be the first informant on a death 
certificate to give the wrong information.   This remains a mystery. 
 

 
4 Federal Census Year: 1870; Census Place: Townships 9 and 10 west of RR, Copiah, Mississippi; Roll: M593_727; 

Page: 298B; Family History Library Film: 552226 



Walter was born 1893 before Birth Certificates were required by law.  The first record he appears on is 
the 1900 Federal Census5 where he is listed as Walter Anding.   
 

 
 
He is also listed as Walter Anding on the 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1940 Federal Census.  (The 1950 Federal 
Census will be available to the public in 2022.)  On the Georgia Death Index6 and Social Security Claims 
Index7 he is listed as Walter M. Anding.  On the World War II Draft Card8, he is listed as Walter Anding.  
However, on the Veterans Administration Master List9, he is clearly listed as Walter McDaniel Anding: 
 

 
 

 
5 Federal Census Year: 1900; Census Place: Furguson, Copiah, Mississippi; Page: 8; Enumeration District: 0039; 

FHL microfilm: 1240806 
6 Georgia Health Department, Office of Vital Records; Georgia, USA; Indexes of Vital Records for Georgia: 

Deaths, 1919-1998; Certificate Number: 14671 
7 Ancestry.com. U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 

USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2015. 
8 Ancestry.com. U.S., WWI Civilian Draft Registrations, 1917-1918 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2000. 
9 Veterans Affairs master index, prior war file | 76193916| RG 15, Anderson, Goldman - Anmuth, Archie Arnold, 
dup roll 5A, pt. 2 of 3, 1917-1940 



I bring up the question about Walter’s middle name because I think I have found his biological father Old 
Man Allred.  However, knowing Walter’s middle name was McDaniel while it appears Eliza’s maiden 
name was McDonald gives me some doubts as to the accuracy of what I am about to reveal.   
 
As you know from the text messages we have swapped, a man named J. N. Allred signed as informant 
on Eliza’s death certificate.  The informant was the person, usually a relative or close friend/neighbor, 
who gave the information to the Coroner or Clerk of Court for the death certificate.  Therefore, the 
information was only as good as the informant’s knowledge and state-of-mind.  If the informant was 
under stress due to mourning or shock over the death, he/she could easily give wrong answers.   
 
The possibility that Eliza’s maiden name was listed wrong entered my mind when I was unable to find 
any family named McDaniel on the 1880 or 1900 Federal Census for Copiah or Lincoln Counties.  
However, as you saw above, I did find the McDonald family which appears to be a fit for Eliza and her 
parents and siblings.  So the question becomes – what was Eliza’s real maiden name?  McDaniel or 
McDonald? 
 
At this time, I tend to think McDonald was the correct name and, per the 1880 Federal Census10, there 
was an Allred family living in the same county and district as the McDonald family.  They were not close 
neighbors; the Allred family was Family # 73 and McDonald family listed as Family # 120 so there were 
47 families or homes between them.  Keep in mind, unlike today where neighborhood houses are built 
very close to each other, in 1880 most of Lincoln County was rural farm land although there were some 
small towns.  Both men, Alfred McDonald and John S. Allred were listed as farmers so I tend to believe 
they lived on their farms in a rural area.   
 

 
 
This John S. Allred (full name John Sylvester Allred) was 29 years in 1880 so he was 31 years older than 
Eliza – certainly old enough to be known by her family as Old Man Allred.   Even more exciting, John 
Sylvester Allred had a brother named James Nathaniel Allred who appears in most documents as J. N. 
Allred.  Refer back to Eliza’s death certificate in which the informant was Mr. J. N. Allred.   James 
Nathaniel was born in 1856 so he was 27 years older than Eliza – again old enough to have been known 
by her family as Old Man Allred.   
 
But which brother was the real Old Man Allred?  Unfortunately, there is no 1890 Federal Census (it was 
destroyed in a fire) so we can only refer to the 1880 and 1900 Federal Census for clues.   John Sylvester 
Allred remained in the same section of Lincoln County, Mississippi per the 1880 and 1900 census.   He 
does not appear to have moved although it will take a search of land records to fully confirm that.  

 
10 Federal Census Year: 1880; Census Place: Beat 5, Lincoln, Mississippi; Roll: 655; Page: 123A; Enumeration 

District: 035 



James Nathaniel (J. N.) Allred lived in Copiah County, Mississippi per the 1880 Federal Census but by 
1900 he had moved to the same section of Lincoln County where his brother John Sylvester lived 
although they were not close neighbors.  By 1900, Eliza and her family were living in Furguson (sic), 
Copiah County, Mississippi.   
 
So the clues I have been able to find at this time are John Sylvester Allred was living within a 
comfortable traveling distance (by horse or walking) from Eliza’s family per the 1880 census.  John 
Sylvester’s brother, James Nathaniel (J. N.) Allred signed Eliza’s death certificate in 1928.   Although 
James Nathaniel lived in Copiah County per the 1880 census, sometime prior to 1900 he had moved to 
Lincoln County where the McDonald family had lived.  When he moved is a mystery.   
 
Both men were quite a bit older than Eliza.  Both were married with growing families when Eliza became 
pregnant.  Both could have easily hired a maid to help with household chores while their wives were 
busy with their small children.  James Nathaniel Allred had a son born 1892.  John Sylvester Allred had a 
son born 1893.  Therefore, both men had several young children and pregnant wives who, possibly, did 
not want them around (a tired pregnant woman who did not want sex?) so both men could have sought 
“comfort” from a younger woman working as a maid in their house.   
 
The question remains – which brother was Old Man Allred?  John Sylvester Allred or James Nathaniel 
Allred?   Or could it be someone else entirely?  However, there were no other Allred men living in the 
area per the 1880 and 1900 census records.  These two men remain the likely candidates at this time. 
 
Unfortunately, MyHeritage DNA results report is severely lacking in information.  Yes, there were several 
members of MyHeritage who matched your DNA via Allred.  However, their family tree information only 
told me your common ancestor is many (6-8) generations back in time – not a close enough match to tell 
me which brother was Old Man Allred. 
 
With your permission I uploaded your DNA results to GEDMatch and the results were made available 
this morning.  One of our Allred cousins, Mike Kidd, helped me interpret the findings.  Unfortunately, 
GEDMatch only gives the actual DNA marker matches – it does not give family tree information.  Once 
again, I was unable to find an answer as to which brother was Old Man Allred. 
 
So, we have some answers and some good clues – the ultimate answer is I THINK Old Man Allred was 
one of these brothers.  Either John Sylvester Allred or James Nathaniel Allred.  However, at this time, I 
can not prove or say with certainty which brother was Old Man Allred and the father of Walter Anding.   
 
BUT, there is still a good chance of finding that answer.  Ancestry’s DNA test, results and reports are far 
superior to MyHeritage.  They are definitely the best on the market at this time.  Their computer can 
easily tell me I have found the right Allred family and, perhaps even which brother was Walter’s father.  
If you decide to proceed, I recommend taking the Ancestry DNA test.  Right now the price is $99 plus tax 
and shipping ($108 total).  But they put the test kits on sale several times each year and the next sale 
will probably be in a couple of weeks, around July 4th.  The price usually drops to $59 (plus tax and 
shipping).  If you decide to take the Ancestry DNA test, be sure to order the kit on or about July 4th while 
it is on sale – the sale usually only lasts a few days.   
 
I hope I have given you some good information and food for thought.  Please let me know if you have 
any questions. 
 



Linda 
 
 
 


