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Footprint of Our Ancestors: Battle of Alamance 1771

The Weeks Leading Up To The Expedition:
February 16

GL KIFI@S FTYAYFGSR (GKS LIS2L) S¢ wSRyIFLI | 2S¢t f
Halifax Feb. 16th, 1771

Respected Friend,

On my setting out for Hallifax my horse fell sick which detained me some time so that on my
arrival here | had certain information

that Herman was at libiy; so that | found it needless to raise the Country but | am satisfied it
would be easily done if occasion required, however | have animated the people here to join the
Regulation; on Saturday come 2 weeks they are to have a meeting for the purpbseck i

takes a start here it will run into the neighboring Counties of Edgecomb, Bute and Northampton
and this will undoubtedly facilitate Justice to poor Carolina. | will now inform you of such things
as | have learnt since | left home. At New Bern thedauwor called a general muster of 1,100

men; after treating them at yours and my expence he tried to prevail on them to march against
the rebels but on one man's absolute refusal he ordered him to turn out of the Ranks for a
Traitor which he very readilyidiand all the Regiment followed or were following him; the
Governor perceiving his mistake says Gentlemen you mistook me | only meant should they
come down and destroy all your livings would you not fight them; they answered yes on which
he dismissed thenpthey then gathered in Companys of 6, 8, 10 & 12 growling and swearing
would the Mob come down they would join them. In Dobbs a general muster was called for the
same purpose, but only seven men attended. | am informed the Clerk's places in the New
Countrys are parcelled out among the Quality; one Cooper is desifgmgaur Country but if

you suffer any rascal to come there may eternal oppressions be your lot: as | cannot solely
depend on the Irish ahead pray you will reserve that morsel for yours t@stwas the whole
province is in your favor you may do as you list in that respect. | understand Butler and you are
to be outlawed; despise it laugh at iWe hear that the Governor has sent a proclamation to

you importing as the French and Spaniardsraye at war with us, it's a pity to breed a civil war
among ourselves; that the Chief cause of the trouble was the counterfeit money for which the
great men were to blame; artfultvn! if he could have raised the Province on us he would have
told another tak. However if this be true the day is ours in spite of Lutifegive out here that

the Regulators are determined to whip every one who goes to Law or will not pay his just debts
or will not agree to leave his cause to men where disputes; that they veitiseh



Representatives but not send them to be put in jail; in short to stand in defiance and as to
thieves to drive them out of the Country. | leave the plan to your consideration from your
sincere friend

REDNAP HOWELL

Imagec portion of the letter from Howell to Hunter transcribed in 1771

Regulator Leader Rednap Howell

Howell was probably a native of New Jersey. He was a schoolmaster in lower Orange (now
Chatham) county; in 1768 he moved to that part of the county which is now Randolph. A leader
of the Regulators, he drew up a statement of grievances to present to Governor Tryon. He also
wrote popular ballads making fun of oppressive officials and supporting the cause of the
Regulators. Howell participated in the Hillsborough riot of 1770 and foughlaataace in

1771. Afterward he took refuge in Maryland and died in New Jersey.

-Powell



When Fanning first to Orange came,
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An old mare he rode on.
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But by his civil robberies,
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-Rednap Howell
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REDNAP HOWELL
d. 1787

Regulator leader & poet.
'He wrote satirical songs
'motivating opposition to
abusive officials. Fought
at Battle of Alamance,
1771. Lived nearby.
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This marker is located along Hwy 64 on the land owned by Solomon1As2d771on the
western edge of Ramseur, NC.

March 6

Several hundred Regulators converged on the outskirts of Salisbury on March 6 and demanded

the opening of the superior court to redress their complaints. John Frohock and several other
townspeople rode out2 (G KS wS3dzZ F 62N SyOlF YLIYSyd G2 NBI OK
(the Regulators) found some of them Armed and others unarmed (and) desired to know their
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a joint committee to arbitrate disputes involving excessive fee collection andstoisk other

Regulator grievances, and Husband was chosen to represent the protestors. Appeased, the
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-Bruce E. Stewart
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March 7

Agreement for Restitution by Rowan County officials to the Regulators

We the subscribers officers of Rowan County now met at Mr. Steels with a committee of the
People called Regulators now assembled atrtfeeting for a Redress of Grievances as to
officers fees and disputes to wit Messrs James Hunter, John Inyerd, Wm Wilburn, Thos Flake,
John Curry, James Wilson, Sam Wagoner, Daniel Gilespie, Jas Graham, Henry Wade, Peter
Julian, Jeremiah Fields, John Vigk&amUones, & Joshua Teague to receive the Proposals as
shall be offered by the several officers for the approbation of the People who are desirous of



nothing more than Justice and Peace with every person whatsoever and that all Debates
hereafter may shside now the several Officers Hereto subscribed do hereby agree to settle
and pay unto any and every person within the county any and all such sum or sums of money as
we or our Deputies have taken through inadvertency or otherwise over and above what we
severally ought to have taken for fees more than what the Law allowd or entitled us so to
receive without any trouble or Law for the recovery of the same and it is further agreed by the
said committee that when any debate may arise and that all personsnatiirs county do give

in their demands to such persons as shall be hereafter appointed by the People in each
neighborhood to receive the same and to be determined by the following Gentlemen joyntly
and unanimously chosen between the parties\{t) Matthew Locke, Herman Husband, James
Smith, James Hunter, Samuel Young, Thos Persons, John Kerr, and James Graham or the
majority of them and their determination to be a final end to all former differences whatsoever
and that they meet at John Kimborough on tird Tuesday in May next.

Given under our hand this 7th day of March 1771.

JOHN FROHAWK C C

Wm FROHAWK D S

GRIFFITH RUTHERFORD S

THOS FROHAWK C S C

BENNn MILLER Sh

JOHN BRAWLEY Regr

ANDREW ALLISON Sherf

FRANCIS LOCKE Sherf

JOHN DUN by J Frohawk and Ellis Martin

ALLEXr MARTIN

Wm NAZARY

Wm TEMPLE COLE Sherf

by John Frohawk

Governor Tryon received word from John Frohock, Alexander Martin, and Griffith Rutherford of
Rowan County that they had agreed with a group of Regrgdtoarbitrate differences over

fees already collected by the officials, Immediately Tryon repudiated their arrangement as
0SAYy3 ddzyO2yadAddziAz2y 3 RAAK2Y2dz2N} 6tS (2 320
| F LAY Saa 2F {20ASGe d¢

Image¢ NE 2y Q3 NBR2K2W3SI¥R al NOHAYyQa FF3INBSYSy



March 11

The grand jury in New Bern indicted husband and sixty other Regulators for rioting, and
three days | ater, Tryonés council authorized th
Regulators) by forcetoanobedi ence to the | aws of their count

Crown Prosecutions at a Special Court of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery held
at Newbern the 11th Day of March 1771.
The King vs. John Fruit. Riot A. 8 a true Bill.
The same vs. Matthew Hamilton. Same.
The same vs. Eli Branson. Same.

The same vs. Thomas Hamilton. Same.
The King vs. Moses Smith. Riot.

The King vs. James Low. Same.

The King vs. Daniel Smith. Same.

The King vs. Jeremiah Fields. Same.

The King vs. John Pugh. Same.

The King vs. Samuel Deviney. Same.

The King vs. William Dunn. Same.



The King vs. Henry Linteman. Same.
The King vs. Thos Wilborne. Same.

The King vs. William Butler. Same.

The King vs.Ninion Bell Hamilton. Same.
The King vs. Ninion Hamilton. Same.

he King vs. Peter Craven. Same.

The King vs. William Payne. Same.

The King vs. Thos Wilborne. Same.

The King vs. Samuel Dibury. Same.

Same vs.
Same vs.
Same vs.
Same vs.
Same vs.
Same vs.
Same vs.
Same vs.
Same vs,

Henry Linterman. Same.

Samuel Deiney. Same.

Eli Branson. Same.

Ninion Hamilton. Same.

John Fruit. Same.

Peter Craven. Same.

James Lowe. Same.

Herman Husband. Same.

James Hunter. Riot A. B. A true Bill.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.
The same vs.

William Butler. Same.

Thomas Hamilton. Same.

John Pugh. Same.

Jeremiah Fields. Same.

Ninion Bell Hamilton. Same.
William Butér. Felonya a true Bill.
John Grappen. Same.

Samuel Deviney. Same.

James Hunter. Same.

Matthew Hamilton. Same.
James Few Jr. Same.

William Payne. Riot A. B. a true Bill.
Aaron Harland Senr. Same.
Reuben Landrum. Same.
Richard Copeland. Same.

The King vs. Richard Copeland. Same.
The King vs. Aaron Harland Senr. Same.
The King vs. James Binnum. Same.

The King vs. Rednap Howell. Same.

The King vs. James Hearndon. Same.
The King vs. Samuel Culberson. Same.
The King vs. Reuben Landrum. Same.
The King vs. Patrick Crayton. Same.
The King vs. Patrick Crayton. Same.



The King vs. Rednap Howell. A true Bill.

The King vs. William Butler. A true BiIll.

The King vs. Peter Craven. A true Bill.

The King vs. John McDaniel. A true Bill.

The King vs. Rednap Howell. A true Bill.

The King vs. Matthew Hamilton. A true Bill.

The King vs. Rednap Howell. A true BiIll.

The King vs. Robinson York. A true Bill.

The King vs. Daniel Smith. A true BiIll.

Ralph McNair, Adlai Osborne, Carnes Tinnen, Robert Tinnen, Darby Henley, Philip Jackson, Basil
Jackson, Barnab G. Cabe, Josiah Ljam Hogan, James Thackston, John Butler, John Henley,
Nathaniel Turner and Jacob Mason severally recognized to make their personal appearance on
the eleventh Day of May next to give evidence in Behalf of the King against John Fruit upon the
Penalty of £20 Proc Money.

Image- The Virginia Gazette March 1771



3 NEWBERN, Mawch s
N Monday laft a fpecial Court of Oyer and ‘I'erminer was held here
for this Diftn@, when a very refpeétable Grand Jury, fummoned
fronr the feveral Countics of the Diftri&t, appeared, ani weie cm
and fwomn § to whom were preferred a great umbn of Bulls of IndiGmenty
agmﬂthlhqkaledll ton, fixty one of which they found, and
o g ——
The Prefensment of 1be Grul rifl g
HEREAS 3 Wﬁuzm x'ddu{cd Pecpk lnhah@
tants of the County of Orange, and of the neigh Lunneo
in this Province, under the Influence and Direélion of feveral wicksd,
fed.tious, evil defigning, and difuffefled Ferfons, have affumed to them-
(dmthc'mkofkmhwn, and in open Defiance of the Laws of the
Land, in great Numbers, under Arms, atrunbled together, viclently
retifted, mfukcd, and beat, uuShamandodmOﬁanmthxumm
of thar Office, and exprefsly refufed to pay thew Sha s of the pubhck
Taxes laid by dn General Affembly of the Province for the Support of
Covernment; and at the laft Superiour Louuofjuﬂ&ehddwm
Diftriét of Hmbaon;h, in the umhd -
ther, in a riotous and tumultucus Manner, mluludwd
'MCN“:M beatin ud\vonndmphcmﬁcmhcml. deftroying
pllmcheﬂouh of fuch Perfons as were cbnoxious to their Rang-
leaders, and have lately affembled themfelves in great Numbers, armed
andmmdnwwellm, and publickly avowing thmlnuwuad'
chung to Newbern, and of carryisg inte Execution by Force ther
: We, mcmﬂ.qofmmdum Leing
mifchiev-

gs

?

thoroughly fenfiblg Attempts fo execrable and
“(“Wm {oan U olzthmdth:Wﬂm
fubfliruting in its lawlefs Force, and thereby lea ng as A

- Prey to the ftronger the l-ms Liberties, and Properties, of our
- Fellow Subje€ts ; and uhcnu!hdunnunmnzﬂﬂ:amhﬂ

ot 't

March 18

Governor Tryon laid before the Council an intercepted letter from Rednap Howell to James
Hunter in which force had been urged to free Herman Husband during his imprisonment at



New Bern. ie Governor and his Council made the final decision for an expedition into
Regulator country. That in effect meant war.

-Alonzo Thomas Dill

Image¢ Council minutes March 1771

March 27

Governor Tryon obtained the consent of his council to maghinst the Regulators and
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matter with the Regulators once and for all. The following day he began organizing his army.
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March 30

Wilmington 30thMarch 1771

The Governor directed Hugh Waddell with some of the Cape Fear division to Salisbury, where

he was to collect militia from the western counties and bring them to join the main body.
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General of all the forces raised, or to be raised against the insurgents. | expect he will get seven
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Disgruntled Militia

These were excitopdays for New Bern. During the muster of the Craven militia, troops were
OAfESGSR AY Ylye 2F (KS K2dzaSa FyR (F @gSNyaz |
Among the troops were some who either sympathized with the Regulators or were disgruntled

at being called from their farms, or both. One Jeremiah Pritchett stepped out of ranks, refused
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disaffection.



-Dill
ImageThe Virginia Gazette March 1771

On Tuefday laft 2 Court Martial was he'd here, for the Tria Jere-
milah Pritchet, 3 Man belonging to the Craven R drm; ard
it being fully proved to the C that he was Qedro
and hed ted his Colours, :'.I!dnmrd to breed a M at
them, in 3 of the Province, fenienced
Huncred and fifty Lafhes at the H w’hdak-::m::
ecuted upon hi next Day, by his receiving one Hundred Lafhes a the
Head of the 1 “wn Company, which was ordered under Arms fof that
Purpcfe. It is thought the other fifty Lathes will be remutted, on Account
of the very great Contrition and Repentance he is under for committi a
Crime of fo duhonourable a Nature uWk%dﬁsK‘w
and Country. theuummcxc_cudn;a Byftander was over

being
put

heard making a Propotal to peit the Fxecutioner which
tdduda&,unuddthl&gbmﬂxo:m-ﬁ-“
bim under 8 Guard. At the fame Time, with the true Spiric of a loyal
Subjeét and brave Officer, drawing bus Sword, hdoduedhwedlp-lﬁ
wuhhuownﬂmdloymwdtdwiﬁhﬂu?ﬂw for
exccuting a Duty he was put on by the Court Martial ; which fpirited Be-
e e s ety ot U, d g e
ion to the numerous met on the
Mpmﬂmuibw:a. -t
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William Tryon to the Commanding Officers of the Militia

Every man to be allowed forty shillings for an encouragement to serve in this expedition and to
be entitled to receve two shillings a day while in Service, the eight pence per day for provisions
being stopped for the commissaries who have contracted to serve the troops with provisions;
each Man will also have a pair of Leggings, a Cockade and a Haversack givendhiyowhre

to furnish, and when delivered and a certificate thereof produced signed by the commanding
Officer of the Regiment | will give you a Warrant on the Treasury for the amount as well as for
the forty shillings per man you shall advance as Bouranéy.



April 22

Journal of the Expedition against the Insurgeritéonday April 22d

The Craven detachment consisting of four Companies (including the Rangers) marched into
Town, & five Waggons arrived from Orange County for the Use of the Amyed also the
Sloop from New York, with two Brass field Pieces and their furniture, Drums, Colours, camp
Kettle, Leggings, & Cockades.
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The Piedmont militia commanders found that calling out their men was a very hard sale. From
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against the wrong people. They complained of the expense of the 1768 campaign but declared
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April 26

The Governor leaves New Bern and the Expedition begins. Image from the Virginia Gazette.

NEWBERN, 426
N Wedne(day lat his Excellency the Governour, attended by feveral
of the Mergbers of s Majefty's Council, and the principal Gentic-
men of the Town, marched from this Place, at the Head of near three
Hundred Men, a Train of Artillery, and a Number of Baggage Waggons,
for the Settlements of the Regulators, in the Heart of which his Excel-
lency will foen be encamped at the Head of two Thoufand Men, which
w:ummmc&gmolmwmm, M!:owinml:'
n'-:b Orange H dangerous and precarious Situation ©
the Province, in having mhaNumbuofddnE‘mdmwﬂuMm
armed in the Heart of it, making it ablolutely neceffary to oppole them
with & Force that may at ence be decifive, ard seftore Peacs and Tran-
quillity to that Part of the Provincs. ‘

The very fhort Time in which fuch a Number of Men has been en-
lifted, the Cheerfulnefs, Spirit, and Alacrity, wich which they marched,
and the great Emulation among Gentlemen of the firft Rank and Fortune
in the Provinee to attend the Campaign, bids fair, under divine Providence,
bﬂﬂumm, and return to their Allegiance a Body
of who, uader Celour of redreffing nominal Grievances, have had
Nothing more in View than overturniag the civii Government of this Pro-
vince, and reducing it to a State of Anarchy and Confufion.

His Excellency our Governour is now ted to the refpectable
Suh-dmofycwvod, and, did he confult his Eaje and
Intereft, Mhmqu_ i thither with ali imaginabie Speed

wgfceliel“pon the Head of the pro-
undergoing a tedious and ul March of
two Hundred Miles, o mm:&m&uw.:mmrmang

b, and domettick ¥ y totheinternal Peace and good Govern-
Frovince, Such a Condu@ can be actuated anly by a true
Honour and Service of his Royal Matter, and the Eafe and

People of 3 Colony committed to his Government,

A~ —————

and Convenience ; of w
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May 4



Saturdg the 4th of May Johnston Court House Camp
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the whole to march at nine.

The Orders of March this day.

The 3d company of Craven takes the Grass guard to night and the rear Guard tomorrow.

Carteret Company takes the Quarter guard tonight, For the Piquet the first Company of

Johnston who takes the Baggage guard to morrow. No fires to be lighted in the front of the
[AySaz Cflyla g9 wSIFENI2F GKS /FYLI 0SAy3a GKS LIN
2AEEALY ¢NB2YQa hNRSNAER (2 GKS ¢NR2La

Johnston Courthouse

By 1771, a new courthouse location was necessary after Wake County was carved from western
Johnston County, and the place chosen forytdéong the Neuse River exactly where Smithfield

NEasS Fa W2Kyailiz2yQa SyRdz2NAy3I O2dzyieée aSlrio /2ya
- Thomas J. Lassiter and Wingate Lassiter
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Monday May 6th; Hunters Lodge Camp
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Colonel of the Regiment acquainted the Governor that he had got but twenty two Men of the
Company he had received orders to raise, owing to a disaffection amorigtabitants of the

County. The governor observing a General discontent in the Wake Regiment as he passed along
the Front Rank of the Battalion, seeing that not more than one Man in five had Arms, & finding



that upon his calling on the to turn out as Volaests in the Service, they refused to obey,
ordered the Army to surround the Battalion; which being effected he directed three of his
Colonels to draft out Forty of the most Sightly & Most active Men, which Manouvre caused not
small Panic in the Regimengresisting at the Time of about four Hundred Men. During the
drafting the Officers of the Army were active in persuading the Men to inlist, and in less than
two Hours completed the Wake Company to fifty Men. The Forty Men drafted were released
upon their gving their Parole they would return next Day with their Arms to lend the to such
Volunteers as stood in need of them. Night coming on the Wake Regiment was dismissed, much
ashamed both of their disgrace, & their own Conduct which occasioned it. The Aumyec:
G2 /F YL®E
-Journal of the Expedition against the Insurgents
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May 9

Eno Campé Thursday May 9th 1771

&Marched and incamped on the South Side of Eno
&No Sol di er ownofgitisbarongh withouhlesave from the Commanding

Of ficer of his Detachment . ¢

&The Army Halts tomorrow; the Men to wash their
that they may be ready to march at an hours war



-Excerpts from Wirdtdthealmop3 ang Jourralof the Exgexlition

Image & Newbern and Cape Fear Road to E
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May 13

Haw River CamgMonday May 13th 1771
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daring to take a Letter for fear of its being intercepted. The Purport of which Message was that

on Thursday Evening the 9th Instant the Regulators to the Number of two Thousand

surrounded his camp, and in the most daring & insolent Mannerireduthe General to retreat

with the Troops over the Yadkin river, of which he was then within two Miles. He refused to

O2YLX &z AyaAradgAya KS KIR G4KS D2@SNYy2NIDa 2NRSN
with many Indian shouts they endeavoredittimidate his Men. The General finding his Men

not exceeding three Hundred, and generally unwilling to engage; and may of his centuries going

over to the regulators, was reduced to comply with their requisition, & early the next Morning
repassed the Yadkiriver, with his Cannon and Baggage; the Regulators agreeing to disperse

and return to their several Habitations.

XI'A&d alaSadteqQa /2dzyyOAftI YR GKS /2f2ySfa g TFA
that the Army should change their route, ggtiil 2 G KS w2FR F [/ FLIGFAY | 2f(
Hillsborough to Salisbury, pass the little and great Alamance rivers with all possible Expedition,
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-Journal of the Expedition

ImageFrom the "Hartford Courat" 1771



exprels arrived with the difagrecable news, that
the Regulators had furronnded Genersl Waddell
with a force morte confiderabie than it was ima-
gived polible for them to mufler, and thatiy
eonfequence of the defertion, or what is moch
the fame, the coneexion he diicovered to fub-
fft hetween bis own csmp and the infurgents,
that brave efficer had the mortification 1o find
B retreat 10 s;‘}iiﬁmy the oniy refource be bad.

May 13

Monday the 13th of May News from the Regulators

The Chiefs of the regulators getting Intelligence on Monday the 12th of May that the army had
passed through Hillsborough, and was marching towards their Settlements, dispatched

emissaries through the Settlements of the Regulators to order them with afliple dispatch

G2 NBlFraasSvyofS G IdzydiSNRa LXFydlFdAz2y ySIFEN aOD
Forces un the governor and General Waddell.

-Journal of the Expedition

Gl dzy G SNR& LX FydFdAz2yé WFHYSa | dzylirSyNa gd akeS | D023\
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appears on most of the petitions, and he was entrusted to deliver several of them. His

plantation was laid waste by Tryon after the battle.

GaODSSQa¢ LY mMTpo W2KyYy aODSS gla 3aANIYGIGSR | I
established a gristmill and ordinary at the headwaters of Sandy Creek along the trading path

from settlements farther west to markets in Virginia.
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Red Circle shows wherke Allreds lived in 1771.

May 14

Great Alamance CampTuesday 14th May 1771

Halted, the men ordered to keep in Camp. This Evening the two Companies of the Orange

5S4l OKYSyGs tSFG G al22NJ 1 FNIQa aAffgh 22AYy SR
and the waggons under their convoy sent for provisions.

The Army lay on their Arms all night as in the Preceding. No alarm given.

-Journal of the Expedition

b¢ KS wS3dzf I {2 NJ-dtublidd giré pariNdBcduse of an alfndsticanipl&te lack of

records concerning its organization, arms, and even the names of those who served in it. From

those Regulators whose names are known, it can be inferred that the majority of those present

at Alamance came from Guilford, Orange, and Chatham Counties. GroupSudroynCounty

were apparently on their way, bt is unclear whether they arrived in time to participate. Prior

to the winter and spring of 1771, the Regulators were members of their county militias. As for
weaponry the Regulators would have beenarmeddrit £ A 1S ¢NB2y Qa YAf AGAL
have been comprised of fowling pieces, Brown Bess muskets, and perhaps a few rifles."

-Joshua B. Howard



Imageg A Plan of the Camp and Battle of Alamance, the 16th May 1771. Between the
Provincials of North Caiioh, Commanded by His Excellency Governor Tryon. and Rebels who
styled themselves Regulators. Survey'd and Drawn by C. J. Sauthier.

A. Craven division

B. Beaufort Division

C. Atrtillery

D. Orange Division

E. Carteret Division

F. New Hanover Division

G.Johnston Division

H. Dobbs division

K. Onslow Division

L. Light Horse

M. Rangers

May 16

Great Alamance Camp Wednesday May 15th 1771



The Officers and Men of the Orange Detachment were drawn up in the lines and took the Oath

I £ &EAAT EOU8 ! AT 00 (Govemds reteidd alfeiter NmEtAfromMd T ET ¢ OEA
Insurgents which he laid before the Council of War, wherein it was detearthat the Army

should march against the rebels early the next morning, that the Governor should send them a
letter offering terms, and in case of refusal should attack them.

The Army remained under Arms as in the preceding night.

Notex The messenger thidrought the letter from the Insurgents signifying that he had orders

G2 NBOdzNYy Ay F2dz2NJ K2dzZNBE GKS D2@SNYy 2N RAAYAa
messenger of his own to see him safe through the outposts, and then to proceed to the Rebels
Campwith a letter to acquaint them of his having received their letter, and that he would send
GKSY 'y yagSNI oé muH 2Q0ft201 G(KS ySEUG RIF&T 0dz
from the outposts of the Rebels returned back to Camp with the sateél_&fr. Walker and

Lieut. Ashe of the New Hanover Detachment, going out of Camp after it was dark to

reconnoiter beyond the outposts, were surprised and taken by the Enemy.

¢KS YSY NBYIAYSR |ff yAIKG dzy RSNJ ! tN&Tafip. y2 | |
-Journal of the Expedition

The last written communication the Regulators are known to have sent Tryon was on the

evening before the battle, 15 May. It contained the signatures of John Williams, Samuel Low,

James Wilson, Joseph Scott, and Sar@leak in the name of the Orange County inhabitants. It
NEYAYRSR ¢NEB2Yy GKIFIG GiKS [ Ag@SaorMAterkKiale al 2Sade
ONATE SR 6AGKDE

-Carole W. Troxler
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May 16

Great Alamance Camp May 16th 1771.

In answer to youPetition, | am to acquaint you that | have ever been attentive to the true

Interest of the Country, and to that of every Individual residing within it. | lament the fatal

Necessity to which you have now reduced me, by withdrawing yourselves from the bfercy

the Crown, and the Laws of your country, to require you who are Assembled as Regulators, to

lay down your arms, surrender up the outlawed ringleaders, and submit yourselves to the laws

of your Country, and them rest on the lenity and Mercy of Governmigyntaccepting these

Terms in one Hour from the delivery of this dispatch you will prevent an effusion of Blood, as

you are at this time in a state of War and Rebellion against your King, your country, and your

laws.

Wm. Tryon

To the People now Assembledi | NY &> ¢K2 aitefsS GKSyYaStgSa wS3ac
Image2 Af ft ALY ¢NRB2yQa NBalLkRyaS (2 G§KS wS3dz I Gd2NA






May 16, 1771

Great Alamance CangpThursday 16th May 1771
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in the orcers yesterday. The Barrels of Flour and Pork were made use of to strengthen the

Barricade formed by the Waggons.

Notex The discharging three pieces of Artillery was the signal ordered for forming the Army

into two Lines in order of Battle agreeable to thian.

About two miles from the Camp the whole were ordered by the above signal to form the line,

to see if the several Detachments knew their stations. This being performed in good order, the

Lines were reduced into a column and continued their march,a®¥ 2 NS mn hQ/ f 2 O
GAGKAY KFEEF | YAES 2F GKS wSoStaQ /FYLE 6KSNB
then sent Capt. Malcolm, one of the Aidés-Camp, and the Sheriff of Orange, with his Letter,

requiring the Rebels to lay down their Arnssirrender up their Outlawed Ringleaders, &c., Vide

Letter No.t T . About half past ten Capt. Malcolm and the Sheriff returned with the

Information that the Sheriff had read the Letter four several times to different Divisions of the

Rebels who rejectedthé¢ SNYa 2FFSNIDR 6AGK RAARIAYIS &4FAR (K
them and with rebellious clamor called out for battle. As the Army kept moving on slowly

during the absence of Capt. Malcolm and the Sheriff, when they returned the Army was within

300 yads of the Van of the Rebels, who had also advanced towards the Loyalists, waving their

hats and daring them to come on. An engagement being then inevitable both Lines were

ordered to advance nearer; and they even drew upon the ground upon which the \a@a of

Rebels first shewed themselves, the latter retreating back to their main body as the Lines

advanced.

About this time the Officers petitioned the Governor for an exchange

of prisoners in lieu of the two Gentlemen taken over night. After some messages passing on

both sides, it was agreed that all the prisoners taken by the Loyalists, (number seven) should

be restored for Mr. Walker and Lieutenant Ashe. But the Rebels delayirg upwards of half an

hour to send back the two Gentlemen, under pretence that they were a distance in the rear,

and the Governor being suspicious that they were only protracting the time that they might

outwing his Flanks by the superiority of their number s, sent them word by an Aid-de-Camp

he should wait no longer for the prisoners, and cautioned the Rebels to take care of

themselves, as he should immediately give the signal for action. Accordingly, the Artillery

began the fire which was instantly seconded by a discharge from the whole of the first Line.

The action was hot on both sides thoé the Rebel
kept up a brisk fire for near two hours, at the expiration of which time their fire slackened

considerably. The Artilery was ordered to cease and the Army to advance in the best order

the Circumstances would admit of. The left wing of the first line having turned upon the

second |line of the said wing, threw both into m
of the Officers they were again brought into the Field and moved forward with the right

wing. This soon drove the Enemy from the Trees and the whole Rebel Army fled in great



confusion leaving behind them near 20 prisoners taken in the Field, seventy Horses with

saddles, provisions and a small quantity of Ammunition.

The Army pursued not more than half a mile beyo
Camp to a House where were found in a Garret, Mr. Walker and Lieut. Ashe, who had been

left to shift for themsdves in the hurry of the action; the night they were

taken they were stript and tied to a tree and both most severely whipt with small Hickory

Sticks.

LG o0SAy3 y2¢ KIEF LI ad G2 200t2013 GKS 9ySvye
Camp, it wa thought advisable to lose no time, but to return immediately to the Camp to
LEFYFYyOSo 9YLIie 2F332ya 6SNBE 2NRSNDR FNRY /[ IY
of the Loyalists, and even several of the wounded Rebels, who acknowledged that had they

ganed the day no quarter would have been given but to such as would have turned Regulators,
these were nevertheless taken good care of, and had their wounds dressed.

The Army got into Camp about five in the Evening, and remained under Arms, as in the

precedng nights.

The Governor Orders that all the wounded of the arm be brought to his own Tent and the

greatest care taken of them, the wounded of the rebells brought to Camp to be taken care of.

W2 dzNY Ff 2F GKS 9ELISRAGAZ2Y IpyyR 2AffALY ¢NEBE2Y QA
Image A Plan of the Camp and Battle of Alamance, the 16th May 1771. Between the Provincials

of North Carolina, Commanded by His Excellency Governor Tryon. and Rebels who styled
themselves Regulators. Survey'd and Drawn by C. J. Sauthier.



May 17

Friday the 17th of May Alamance Camp

Army halted. This Evening the Dead were interred with military Honors; and an Out Law,
Named Few, taken in the Battle was hanged at the Head of the Army. This gave great
Satisfaction to the Men, & at this Time it wasecessary Sacrifice to appease the Murmurings
of the Troops, who were importunate that public Justice should be immediately executed
against some of the Outlaws that were taken in the Action and in opposing of whom they had
braved so many Dangers, & suffdrsuch Loss of lives and Blood, and without which
Satisfaction some refused to march forward, while others declénegi would give no Quarter

for the future.

-Journal of the Expedition

"Out law, Named Few"

James Few was born in Maryland, the son of &ilFew, Sr., and Mary Wheeler Few. He was
the brother of William Few, Jr., who became a U.S. senator and judge. In 1758 the family moved
to North Carolina and settled near Hillsborough. James Few married, probably in 1769, Mary



Howard, and settled near Hiborough where he was a farmer and carpenter. The couple had
twin children, William and Sally.

Few's role in the Regulator disturbances is not clear. In 1768 his father had signed a bond for
two leading Regulators, William Butler and Herman Husband. ©ottier hand, James Few's
brothers William and Benjamin seem not to have been seriously involved. James Few was
indicted in the May term of court in 1771 in New Bern for participation in the Regulator riot of
the previous September. Because he had nevenbarrested, he was technically an outlaw at
the time of the battle.

Following the Battle of Alamance, William Few, Sr., moved his family to Georgia, taking with
him the twin children of James and Mary Few. James's son William became prominent in
Georgiaand was the greagrandfather of William Preston Few, twentieth century president of
Duke University.

- EImer D. Johnson
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May 19

Sunday the 19th of Magd ¢ KNBES | dzy RNBR wSo6Sf a¢
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informed the Governor he had been surrounded all Night by three Hundred of the Rebels, but

by keeping his Men very alert under the Enemy was deterred from attacking his Camp,



excepting a Small party which shot one of his out Sentries througlshoulder, and took

another Prisoner from his post.

CKS ¢gK2ftS ! Nye 320 dzy RSNJ al NOK o6& (g2 hQ/f20]
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-Journal of the Expedition

May 21

Tuesday 21st of May Sandy Creek Camp
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House Barn, &c though mean, burnt down.

Halted about three Hours, to give Time to a large Body of the Inhabitants who come into Camp

& took the Oaths of Allegiance, submitted themselves to Government, and delivered up their

I NY& Ay [/ 2y T2 N)YA todlamatdn ofitheS 7tHxige @&y NietieAEionL)

This Evening took possession of Herman Husbands plantation, containing Six hundred Acres of
Excellent Land, and encamped in two Lines. No Accts. Of Husbands after the Action. A large

parcel of Treasonablegpers found in his Home, and some of his Stock, and Cattle, on and near

the plantation.

Mad a Requisition from the Quaker Settlement on Cane Creek of Six Waggon Loads of flour for

| Aa ala2aSateqQa {SNBDAOSO®

-Journal of the Expedition

A small company dRegulators passed this morning, probably many went by during the night,
ashamed to be seen. One of them, a friend, gave Br. Blum a report of the first battle last
¢KdZNBRIFI&8T (KS@& KIR ai22R GKS FTANRO (62 NRdzyRa
of their people had fled, and then they also had retired some distance; at a spring they had

seen many hats and guns lying, but only three men, who were nearly dead. One, the lower part

2T 6K2aS 02Ré gla akKz2d gl és owndahSiRh&kAY FT2NJ D
brought him water in his hat. Another had part of his skull shot away.

Bethabara Diary May 21

ImageHerman Husband's Sandy Creek tract
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May 21

A Proclamation.

Whereas the time limited in my Proclamation of the 17th Inst. for those to su rrender
themselves and deliver up their arms who have stood out in rebellion is now expired, and
whereas | am informed that many persons living at a great distance from camp who were
concerned in the rebellion and are desirous of making their submission have not had timely
notice of that act of Grace, | do therefore by and with the advice and consent of His
Majesty's Council hereby extend the time limited in the aforesaid Proclamation to the 24th
Instant, Inclusive and allow a pardon to all those who comply with the terms thereof on or
before the 24th Inst. above mentioned, the prisoners and outlaws excepted.

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the said Province this 21st day of May A. Dom.
1771.

Wm. TRYON.
God save the King.
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May 26

Sandy Creek Camz Sunday May 26th 1771
His Excellency is much concerned that nowithstanding his repeated orders, the Officers are so
negligent of their Duty as to Suffer Soldiers to fire off their Guns through all parts of the Camp.
He Expects for the future that theywill be more observant and send every Man that Fires
without his leave to the Quarter Guard, to be Tried by a court Martial for disobedience of
orders.

The Corps of Rangers detached with two loads of provisions to join the Orange Detachment on
Deep Riverwhere the Indian trading path Crosses. This evening Major Hawkins informed the
Governor that at Poll Cat Creek, two Miles short of Deep River the Rangers had joined the
Orange Detachment but the Creek was too much swelled to pass over it. Rains continug Da
and Night.
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Red Circle shows whére the Allred family lived in 1771. Note Polecat Creek ran just west and
north of their land.

May 28

Sandy Creek Cangpruesday 28th May 1771
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paradeimmediately and March forward as soon as possible. The Pioneers to follow the Camp

Colour Men and repair the Roads.

2AfEALY ¢NBE2YQad hNRSNBR (2 (GKS ¢NR2LA

On Tuesday, May 28, the soldiers moved on to Deep River, where Nathaniel Powell, a

Regulator, presied over Deep River Separate Baptist church. They crossed the river early

Thursday morning and camped near Carraway Baptist Church.

-Marjoleline Kars

Deep River Separate Baptist Church was a large Sandy Creek Branch congregation some

distance up Deep Riverganized in 1757.

| FG4SNJ I dzaokyR |yR . dzif SNI 6SNBE 2FAft SR Ay | Affa
wildfire through Orange county and so much further incensed the people that by dawn the next
morning, several hundred men, possibly Nathaniel Phwekhered near Hillsborough to break

Butler and Husbands out of jail. Powell signed Regulator Advertisement No. 9 and later became
anexw S 3dzf F 62N 6SOIdzaS 2F 9ft RSN { Kdzo St {GSIF NyQa
join the Regulators or takepuarms against lawful authority he should therefore be

SEO2YYdzy A Ol SR

-John Sparks

Imageq Sandy Creek Baptist Church courtesy of the North Carolina Office of Archives and

History
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Deep River CampWednesday the 29th of May

"Marched four Mies and crossed Poll Cat Creek, a deep and ugly Ford. Felled a large tree a
Cross the Creek and marched the Troops over in Indian File. From the obstructions of this Creek
they were five Hours in getting all over. Marched two Miles beyond the Creek andhpeda



on the North East Banks of Deep River. Left the Rangers, Wake, and Orange Detachments, at
Poll Cat Creek."

-Journal of the Expedition Against the Insurgents

ImagePortion of the 1770 Collet map indicates the area where the militia crossed Polecat
Cre&k. (West of Husband's Mill.)
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May 31

Flat Swamp CampFriday 31st May 1771-
A Proclamation.



Whereas, | am informed that many Persons who have been concerned in the late Rebellion are
desirous of submitting themselves to Government, kiderefore give notice that every Person

who will come in, either to mine or General Waddells Camp, lay down their Arms, take the Oath
of Allegiance, and promise to pay all Taxes that are now due or may hereafter become due by
them respectively, and subntib the Laws of this Country, shall have His Majestys most

gracious and free pardon for all Treasons Insurrections and Rebellions done or committed on or
before the 16th Inst., provided they make their submission aforesaid on or before the 10th of
June nextThe following Persons are however excepted from the Benefit of this Proclamation,
Viz. All the Outlaws, the prisoners in Camp, and the undernamed persons, Samuel Jones, Joshua
Teague, Samuel Waggoner, Simon Dunn, Jr., Abraham Creson, Benjamin Meesll, Ja

Wilkerson, Sr., Edward Smith, John Bumpass, Joseph Boring, William Rankin, William Robeson,
John Winkler and John Wilcox.

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the said Province at Kaiway Camp this 31st May A.
Dom. 1771.

Wm. TRYON.

God save the Kin






June 1771
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The Pennsylvania Gazette

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
June 1771
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June 15

Hillsborough Camg Friday June 15th 1771

The troops halted. This the day of the Trial of the State prisoners came onspebl Court
of Oyer and Terminer held in Hillsborough and which had been kept open since the 30 May, the
situation of the public affairs not allowing the Governor to bring the prisoners earlier to justice,



he having no place of security to keep them liith the Army; and the marching them through
the Country made a deep impression in the minds of the Inhabitants.
-Journal of the Expedition
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