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Tracing back to the mid 1500s, the 

Allreds were from the little village of 

Pendleton (sometimes called 

tŜƴŘƭŜǘƻƴ tƻƻƭŜύΦ  hƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǇΣ 

Pendleton is part of the City of 

Manchester (also called Greater 

Manchester or Manchester Proper).   
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You may have 

heard the 

Allreds were 

from Eccles or 

Eccles Parish.  

That is partially 

true.  They lived 

in the little 

village of 

Pendleton but 

attended church 

services and 

their 

births/baptisms, 

marriages,  

 

deaths/burials are recorded 

in the Eccles Parish Records.   

9ŎŎƭŜǎ tŀǊƛǎƘΩs church, St. 

Mary The Virgin, was built 

around 1100, around the 

time of William the 

Conqueror.   

 

Prior to World War II, the 

church and church yard 

looked like this.  Graves 

covered the church yard and 

flat tombstones or markers  

 

were placed on top.   Manchester was 

the main manufacturing hub for 

England and, therefore, one of the 

Ƴŀƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ƻŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ōƻƳōǎΦ  

Everyone has heard of the London 

Blitz but few realize Manchester was 

also bombed non-stop which caused 

tremendous damage.  One of those 

bombs fell just behind the church 

damaging the church yard and graves.  

Some of the stained-glass panes were 

blown out and the rear of the church 

sustained damage.  When repaired, 
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the church members decided to replace the damaged window panes with clear glass.  If you visit, you 

will notice the beautiful stained-glass panels with clear glass in sections.  This is to remind everyone of 

the damage done to the church during the Manchester Blitz. The graves, however, were beyond repair.  

The graveyard was turned into the grassy park you see today.  Some of the tombstones, those not too 

badly damaged, were 

used as pavers for 

the sidewalks.   

 

The church is 

beautiful!  This is a 

photo of the Nave 

looking toward the 

Chancel and one of 

the stained-glass 

windows at the back 

of the church.  In the 

foreground on the 

left you can see the 

Baptismal Font.  This is the original font, carved from one piece of stone.  The artwork is very intricate.  

This font was made at the same time the church was built, around 1100 A. D.  The wooded Cap was 

donated by a parishioner around 400 years ago.  It is truly spectacular!!!  Our ancestors were Baptized in 

this font!! 

 

Back to our story:  St. Mary the Virgin Church, the Parish Church for Eccles was (and still is) Anglican 

(Church of England).  Our ancestors were Anglican.  

However, around 1640, a man named George Fox 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ άwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ 

found the Quaker Church.   The Anglican Church (similar 

to the Catholic Church) required everyone to attend daily 

mass, go to Confession to ask forgiveness from sins, the 

Priest controlled pretty much everything and the Priests 

answered to the King of England.  Of course, it is more 

complicated than that, but the point is: your life was to 

revolve around going to church, tithing and obeying the 

Priests and King.  Per George Fox and the newly formed 

Quaker church, God dwells in everyone and, if you listen, 

you will hear Him.   No need to go to church and tithe and 

obey the Priests or answer to the King.  All men are equal 

ς the lowest economic class of people are equal to the 

YƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȅŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎƘƻŎƪ ǘƻ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ 

believed the King was anointed by God to rule.   
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Yes, it was more complicated than that, but basically the 

result was newly converted Quakers quit going to the 

Anglican church.  They quit tithing.  They quit showing 

reverence to the Priests.  They quit showing reverence to 

the King.   The King and church responded by inflicting 

cruel persecution upon the Quakers.  Quakers were 

hanged.  Burned at the Stake.  Beaten.  Imprisoned.   

 

John Allred was 

born about 

1635 in 

Pendleton and 

he was raised 

Anglican.  He 

met and 

married Ellen 

Pemberton around 1660.  Ellen had been raised in her first 

ŎƻǳǎƛƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ όwŀƭǇƘ tŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴύΦ  wŀƭǇƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

were 

among the very first Quaker converts.  They were 

personal friends of George Fox.  Later they were 

personal friends of William Penn.  They were very 

active in the newly formed Quaker church.  Ellen 

was very much a Quaker.   Quaker records and 

journals from that time period show she was 

arrested 3-4 times.  At least one of these times, 

her husband, John Allred, was arrested with her.   

A study of the birth/baptismal records of their 

children show Ellen was probably pregnant during 

a couple of her arrests and most likely gave birth 

at least once while in prison.   

 

John, Ellen and other Quakers were imprisoned in 

Lancaster Castle.  This was NOT a fairy tale castle.  

Lancaster Castle dates back to the Roman 

Occupation and was built specifically to be a 

military fort and prison.  It remained a prison until 

about 2011.  Today it is a community center but 

tours of the dungeons and jail cells are given daily.   

 

Although Ellen was a staunch Quaker, firm in her 

beliefs, John Allred remained Anglican.  Yes, he attended at least one Quaker Meeting (church service) 
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but we know he remained a member of the Anglican Church because all their children were baptized at 

Eccles Parish Church.  To be baptized, at least one parent had to be a member of the church.   

 

By 1681, King Charles II was fed up with the 

Quakers.  The Quaker Church was growing, 

more converted every day which meant fewer 

were attending the Anglican Church ς and 

maybe more importantly ς fewer were tithing 

to the Anglican Church.  Those tithes 

ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǳƴŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩs bank 

account.  Now an easy way to end this would 

be kill the Quaker church leaders.  Off With 

Their Heads!!  But, the most charismatic 

leader 

at the 

time was William Penn.  Penn was the son of Admiral Sir William 

tŜƴƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 

ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΦ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ 

best ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ǎƻƴΦ  {ƻΣ YƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ LL ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴƎŜƴƛƻǳǎ 

idea.  He had all this land in the New World ς he would give 

some of it to Quaker leader William Penn if he would just leave 

England and take all those aggravating Quakers with him.  On 

March 4, 1681, King Charles II gave the Charter for Pennsylvania 

to William Penn.   

 

About a year later, Penn had arranged for 22 ships to carry 

Quakers to Pennsylvania.  Aboard the 22nd ship, Submission, was 

ǘƘŜ tŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ 9ƭƭŜƴ tŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴ !ƭƭǊŜŘΩǎ entire 

immediate family.    Her cousin Ralph, his son Phineas and his 

ǿƛŦŜ tƘƻŜōŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŜ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

members and friends.  9ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜƴǘ to Pennsylvania.  We know this because Phineas 

Pemberton kept a journal.  This journal and other papers are now housed in the Historical Society of 

tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ƛƴ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΦ   tƘƛƴŜŀǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ άŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

the Submission the Master James Settle (Captain) the 5th 7th month 82 (September 5, 1682).  [The 

vǳŀƪŜǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŘŀǘŜΦϐ 

 

 
 

9ƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭǊŜŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ  ²ƘȅΚ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƭŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇƻƻǊΦ  aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ tŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

was fairly wealthy so surely they could have paid for them.  Maybe Ellen was reluctant to leave her 
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married daughter, Mary, and grandchildren.   Maybe Ellen was pregnant.  Solomon was born 1680 and 

babies tended to come every 2 years or so.  Maybe Ellen was in poor health.  We know John and Ellen 

remained in England because her death was recorded in the East Hardshaw Monthly Meeting records 

(Quaker records).   

άEllin Allrod of Pendleton Poole  

departed this life ye 21st of ye 10th 

 month 1684 and was buried at our  

ōǳǊȅƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ   

 

She died December 21, 1684.   

 

FƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 9ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭǊŜŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦ  

On January 16, 1686-7, William Penn wrote a letter to James Harrison.  (Page 136, The Papers of William 

Penn, Vol 3, 1685 ς 1700, Pennsbury Manor, Morrisville, PA)   Remember, James Harrison was Phineas 

tŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ-in-law.   

  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘƻǳ ǿǊƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  .ǳǘ ƻƴŜ WƻƘƴ !ƭŘǊŜŘ ƻŦ 

Pendleton related to P. Pemberton that cam to me at Manchester to be helpt over on the 

ǘŜǊƳǎ L ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦ  L Ƴŀȅ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦέ  

 

In other words, after meeting with John Allred in 

Manchester, William Penn had decided to help John Allred 

ōǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ άǘŜǊƳǎ L ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊέ ƳŜŀƴǘ WƻƘƴ and his family would become 

Indentured Servants.  They would sail to Pennsylvania but, 

ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōŜŎƻƳŜ LƴŘŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ 

passage/cost.  The term of Indenture was, on average, 4-7 

years.   

 

But, John Allred and his children remained in England.  

Why is explained in a 1695 letter John wrote from 

Manchester, England.   He wrote: 

 

 άΧmy neglecting cuming 

 was because my mother was alive then and 

 I was not willing to leave her but now 

 me and my wife and my suns are all 

 willing to cum to youΧέ  

 

John had remained in England to care for his elderly 

mother.  The letter goes on to say: 

 

άΧƳȅ ǎƻƴ ǇƘƛƴŜŀǎ ƛǎ Ǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƻǳƭŘŜǊΧΦƳȅ ǎƻƴ ƻǿŜƴ ƛs going of one and 20 yers and theophilus is 19 

ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭƭƻƳƻƴ ƛǎ мс ȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ǎƻ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜΧέ 
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By this letter we know John had remarried and he wanted to bring his new wife and 3 sons, Owen, 

Theophilus and Solomon to America.  His oldest son, Phineas, was in the military.   

 

Let me stop here to explain John and Ellen had 8 children.   Their baptisms (and marriages & deaths) 

were recorded in the Eccles Parish Register.   

 

 Mary  married 1677 and raised a family 

 William  died young 

 John  died young 

 Alice  died young 

 Phineas  άƎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƻƭŘŜǊέ 

 Owen  married 1701 and raised a family 

 Theophilus married and raised a family 

 Solomon baptized November 22, 1680 

 

 
 

Although John Allred 

clearly wanted to bring 

his family to America, 

he remained in 

England.  His burial was 

recorded on April 7, 

1701 in the Eccles 

Parish Register.   

 

Of the family mentioned in 

WƻƘƴΩǎ мсфр letter, only Solomon 

finally sailed to America.   When 

he arrived in Pennsylvania 

remains a mystery, but we know 

he was living there in 1719 

because he wrote a letter to 

Israel Pemberton.  Israel was the 

son of Phineas Pemberton.   

 

ά{ƻƭƻƳƻƴ !ƭǊŜŘ ƻŦ bƻǘǘingham 

writes to his cozen Israel 

Pemberton of Philadelphia..ΦƘƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǎŜƴŘǎ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜΧέ 
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A likely Time Frame is:  {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǎƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  

He would have used this time to mourn and to make arrangements to sail to America, probably as an 

Indentured Servant.  John Allred had been extremely poor so it is unlikely his son would have had 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΦ   This means Solomon probably arrived in Pennsylvania around 

1702-1703.  The average term of Indenture was 4-7 years, so Solomon would have been a Free Man by 

1710.  Free to marry and some researchers theorize he married Anne York (daughter or sister of 

Jeremiah York) around 1710.   Solomon wrote to Israel in 1719 so he could have had 3-4 or more 

children at the time of the writing.   (No birth control and no night time distractions meant babies 

usually arrived every 2 years on average.) 

 

The 1724 Tax List for West Nottingham Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania shows Solomon Allred, 

Jeremiah York and Samuel Finley were living there.   This is our first proof linking these 3 men together.  

This is important because the Allred family and York family both arrived in North Carolina about the 

same time and settled on land near each other.  Documentation and DNA proves Samuel Finley was the 

father of John Allred who was among the first Allreds in North Carolina.  John Allred was the illegitimate 

son of Samuel Finley and an unknown Allred woman.  We know she was an Allred because illegitimate 

chilŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩs surname.   

So, in 1724 Solomon Allred, 

Jeremiah York and Samuel Finley 

were living in West Nottingham, 

Chester County, Pennsylvania.   By 

1730 (per the tax list) only 

Solomon Allred remained there.  

Jeremiah York had moved south 

to Pipes Creek, Virginia where his 

son, Henry, was born 1732 per 

Bible records.  In 1736, Jeremiah 

York purchased land in Frederick 

County, Virginia which he called 

Terrapin Neck.   

 

Samuel Finley died 1737 in Prince GeoǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ  tŜǊ estate, probate and court records, he 

ƭŜŦǘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ WƻƘƴƴȅ !ƭƭǊŜŘΦ   tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭǊŜŘ ǿŀǎ {ŀƳǳŜƭ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

Law of Primogeniture.   By law, the estate is inherited by the oldest son of the deceased.  If there is no 

son, the estate is inherited by the oldest male of the immediate family.  In this case, Samuel Finley had a 

brother, Robert.  When Robert learned his brother had died, he went to court to claim the estate.  The 

court, however, ruled Johnny Allred would inherit.  This means the court had proof that Johnny Allred 

ǿŀǎ {ŀƳǳŜƭ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴΦ    
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In 1746, William Allred purchased 3 tracts of land in 

tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ о ǘǊŀŎǘǎ ƘŀŘ 

originally been part of a large tract called Piles Delight.  

WƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ !ƭƭǊŜŘΩǎ 

Purchase.   A survey for Piles Delight allows us to see 

ǿƘŜǊŜ !ƭƭǊŜŘΩǎ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ   LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊƻǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

survey drawing so it is oriented North-South, you can 

see how it fits perfectly into a curve in the Potomac 

wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ   

 

 

 
 

hƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǇ 

(Google Earth) you 

can see where 

!ƭƭǊŜŘΩǎ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 

was located ς just 

across the Potomac 

River from Jeremiah 

¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΣ ¢ŜǊǊŀǇƛƴ 

Neck.  Note, the 

river was the state 

line.  Jeremiah 

¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 

located in Frederick 

County, Virginia.  

WiƭƭƛŀƳ !ƭƭǊŜŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ 

was in PriƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ   ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ 


