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A Short Review:  We know Solomon Allred was in Manchester, England in 1695 because he was 

mentioned in a letter his father wrote to his cousin, Phineas Pemberton, who was living in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.   Evidence tells us Solomon remained with his father ǳƴǘƛƭ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мтлмΣ ǘƘŜƴ he 

came to America, most likely as an indentured servant.   The average term of Indenture in Pennsylvania 

was 5-7 years1 which is a match to Solomon marrying around 1710 and working long enough to maybe 

earn some money towards buying a tract of land, but he still needed some financial help from his 

wealthy cousin.  ¢ƘŜ мтмфκнл ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŀƴŘ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ bƻǘǘƛƴƎƘŀƳέ ƛƴ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦ 

 

 
 

Solomon was listed as a landowner on the 1724 and 1730 tax lists for Chester County, Pennsylvania.2  

However, after 1730 he disappears from records.  Where did Solomon and his family go? 

 

The population of Pennsylvania, Delaware, northeast Maryland had exploded between 1682 when 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tŜƴƴΩǎ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ vǳŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ мтол when Solomon disappears from records.   

Europeans, primarily from England and Germany along with the Scots-Irish had claimed all the available 

land and more immigrants were arriving every day.  To add to the population, most of those original 

families raised large families of their own and now had adult children looking for their own land to live 

on.  The Allred family was no different.    

 

 
1 Indentured Servants in Colonial Virginia online at https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/; Indentured Servitude in 
Pennsylvania online at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indentured_servitude_in_Pennsylvania 
2 Chester County, PA tax lists can be found via several websites and libraries.  One resource is:  Chester County, PA 
18th Century Tax Records online at https://www.chesco.org/1729/18th-Century-Tax-Records   There is some 
debate over whether or not Solomon was a land owner or was being taxed for owning property such as livestock, 
farm equipment, etc.  Regardless, he is listed on the tax records and that is what is important for this report. 

https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/
https://www.chesco.org/1729/18th-Century-Tax-Records


 
 

By reasoning Solomon married in 1710, and children arrived every 2 years or so, he could have had 

many children by the time he disappears from records in 1730.3  These children, some of them adults or 

at least older teens by 1730, would have been thinking of their future and looking for their own land to 

settle on.   

 

Probate and court records prove John Allred, grandson of Solomon, had ties to both tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 

County, Maryland and Chester County, Pennsylvania.4   In addition, William Allred, son of Solomon, 

owned land in Prince GeoǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ5   Jeremiah York, who had also lived in Chester 

County, PA6, ƻǿƴŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ wƛǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ !ƭƭǊŜŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мтпсΦ7  

 

Looking at the two maps, you can see how the Allreds' movements mirrored the path of The Great 

Wagon Road.    It is easy to see how The Great Wagon Road was the route they traveled.   

 

 
3 No birth control meant a new baby arrived every 2 years or so.   
4 Some (but not all) of the documentation proving the connection between the Allred family and Samuel Finley can 
be found in Maryland Will Book DD1 21: 846; Prince George's County Register of Wills, Original Administration 
Bonds, Samuel Finley, MSA C1147-10, box 10, folder 5; On October 29, 1737 Robert Finley filed a bond there as 
administrator of Samuel's estate in Pennsylvania Chester County, Pennsylvania Archives, Probate File 614;  
5 Some (but not all) of the documentation provƛƴƎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ !ƭƭǊŜŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ a5 Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
found in tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣ [ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ мтпс-1749; pg 24; published by TLC Genealogy, FHC SLC;  
6 Chester County, PA tax lists can be found via several websites and libraries.  One resource is:  Chester County, PA 
18th Century Tax Records online at https://www.chesco.org/1729/18th-Century-Tax-Records 
7 Some (but not all) of the documentation proving JeremiahΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ! 
Revised Timeline For Jeremiah York, A Narrative of His Life from 1683- c1765 by Ronald E. York and James Earl York 
III online at www.MyAllredFamily.com https://www.myallredfamily.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Revised-
Timeline-v1.0.pdf  

https://www.chesco.org/1729/18th-Century-Tax-Records
http://www.myallredfamily.com/
https://www.myallredfamily.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Revised-Timeline-v1.0.pdf
https://www.myallredfamily.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Revised-Timeline-v1.0.pdf


In Colonial 

Times, the 

term άGreatέ 

meant the 

road allowed 

you to travel a 

long distance.  

The Great 

Wagon Road 

began at the 

Port of 

Philadelphia,8 

just one block 

from Benjamin 

CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƴǘ 

shop, and ran west through the town of Lancaster, turning southwest toward York and Gettysburg.9   

 

hƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǇ you can see how Highway 30 follows along the same route.   The red marker shows 

where Solomon Allred and Jeremiah York lived in West Nottingham township, Chester County, 

Pennsylvania. 

 

 
 

 
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Wagon_Road  
9 A Ramble Through RowanΩs History: A Trip Along The Great Wagon Road, video produced by Rowan Public Library 
and available on YouTube 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Wagon_Road


The Great Wagon Road was originally an 

Indian trading path and Solomon Allred 

would have ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мтнлΩǎ 

when he lived in Chester County, PA.   

Even then it was a popular route for 

trades-people and migrants who were 

traveling 

west away 

from 

Philadelphia.  

At that time, 

the path was 

very narrow, allowing one person at a time or several walking one behind 

the other to pass which was the traditional way of travel for the Native 

Americans for centuries.   However, as more and more people used the path, 

it became worn and wider, eventually allowing for horse-back riding and 

pack animals.   

 

tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мтплΩǎΣ Ǉeople could travel in relative safety between 

Philadelphia and Gettysburg as most of the Native Americans living in that area were peaceful.  But as 

more and more Indians were pushed west and off their land by migrating settlers, they understandably 

became more and more hostile.  The Treaty of Lancaster in 1744 established colonists' rights to travel 

and settle along the Indian Road south from Gettysburg.  Thus, the Indian Trading Path going south into 

Virginia became part of The Great Wagon Road.   Traffic increased dramatically as thousands of settlers 

began moving west and south in search of new land to claim as their own.10    

 

Why was a Treaty needed?  Native Americans (Indians) were living on the land now known as 

Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia for hundreds (maybe thousands) of years before White Men 

(Europeans) arrived.   The various tribes lived in relative harmony, with few hostilities, each respecting 

the other and the land, and leaving little Carbon Footprint or permanent signs of development.   

However, European settlers immediately claimed land as their own, began clearing woods and forests 

for farming and homesteads, fencing off sections as their land holdings increased, building villages and 

towns, and pushing the Indians, sometimes violently, further west.   The Six Nations began when the 

Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca -- banded together to form a confederacy to protect 

themselves from the onslaught of European settlers.  A sixth tribe, the Tuscarora, joined in 1722.11   As 

these tribes were being pushed off their land, anger grew and violence increased.  Indians attacked and 

killed settlers.  Settlers attacked and killed Indians.    

 
10 Treaty of 1744 - ! ǊƻǳǎƛƴƎ άWƻ-IŀΗέ online at http://visithistoriclancaster.com/history_art/treaty_of_1744 ; The 
Great Indian Treaty of 1744 online at https://unchartedlancaster.com/2019/09/03/the-great-indian-treaty-of-
1744/ 
11 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iroquois 

http://visithistoriclancaster.com/history_art/treaty_of_1744


 

The Lancaster Treaty of 

1744 was signed after 

two weeks of 

negotiations between 

colonial leaders from 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, and Virginia 

and the Indian 

chieftains of the Six 

Nations.  This 

important conference 

had two main 

purposes: secure 

Native American land for English settlement and receive a guarantee that the Indians would not join 

with the French in the border war.   For a short period of time, traveling south along the Great Wagon 

Road was peaceful, but peace did not last.  Settlers moved further west, ignoring the Treaty, and Indians 

retaliated with attacks.  It was during this time that our Allred ancestors began moving south.   

 

The maps below show how the 1744 Treaty of Lancaster, ƻǳǊ !ƭƭǊŜŘ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΩ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ and The 

Great Wagon Road correspond.   

 

 
 



The map on the left shows the dividing line between land to the east ceded by the Six Nations and the 

land to the west where the Indians could live in peace per the Treaty of 1744.12  The map in the middle 

shows where our Allred ancestors were living.13  The map on the right shows The Great Wagon Road.   

 

The 1744 Treaty 

allowed settlers 

to move further 

south from 

Pennsylvania 

into Maryland 

and into the 

newly created 

Frederick 

County, Virginia 

(founded 1743).   

The town of 

Winchester, 

Virginia was 

founded in 1744 

at the site of an 

abandoned 

Shawnee Indian 

camping 

ground.14     

Winchester is where the White and Hoge families settled and where our Allred ancestors along with 

members of several other ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ wŀƴŘƻƭǇƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ b/ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мтплΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ WǳƭƛŀƴΣ 

hΩ5ŜƭƭκhŘŜƭ, York, Ferree, Pugh and Trogdon.15 Why am I mentioning these families?  Because they are 

all your ancestors!   You will have to wait until a future presentation to find out how and why they are 

important to our Allred Family History!  The red marker on the map shows where William Allred and 

Jeremiah York were living in the mid мтплΩǎΦ    

 

It is important to note the Great Wagon Road was not a defined road or path.  The route varied 

depending on weather and the mode of travel.  People walking could travel over rocky terrain or 

through heavily wooded forests easier than someone on horseback and much easier than a team of 

animals (oxen, horses, mules) pulling a wagon.  During dry times, some routes were preferred, but those 

routes may have been avoided during rainy times.   A close-up of the 1751 Fry Jefferson map below 

shows 2 different routes, one marked άPhiladelphia Waggon Roadέ and one marked just άWaggon 

 
12 Native American Territories online at www.virginiaplaces.org  
13 the map in the middle and on the left are from the research report Those Original North Carolina Allreds online 
at https://myallredfamily.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/2017-Presentation-Print-Out-1.pdf 
14 Wnchester, VA Chronological History online at www.winchesterva.gov  
15 Mention of these families can be found in several books including Sorting Out The Early Julian/Juliens by Paul 
Rowland Julian and The Julian Family by Frances Julian Hine; Descendants of Rene Julian and Mary Bullock along 
with Frederick County and Virginia court, land, probate and tax records.  More on these families and their 
connection will be in a future presentation/report.  

http://www.virginiaplaces.org/
http://www.winchesterva.gov/


Roadέ.16   In this case, my guess is the route depended on the Potomac River water level and where the 

best place was to cross the tributaries of Antietam Creek.   

 

Note the ά²ŀƎƎƻƴ 

wƻŀŘέ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

Potomac River at 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ CŜǊǊȅΦ   

¢ƘŜ άtƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ 

²ŀƎƎƻƴ wƻŀŘέ 

crosses the 

Potomac a little 

further south.  This 

is an excellent 

example of how the 

paths changed 

depending on the 

weather and mode 

of transportation.  

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ άtƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ ²ŀƎƎƻƴ wƻŀŘέ ōŜƎƛƴǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ 

ǘƘŜƴ ƳŜŀƴŘŜǊǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀƎƎƻƴ wƻŀŘέ ŎƻƳes all the way from 

Philadelphia, across the Potomac at Williams Ferry, then continues south to Winchester.   

 

As you saw earlier, 

Jeremiah York owned 

land in Frederick County, 

Virginia17.  This land, 

located on a peninsula 

formed by a sharp curve 

in the Potomac River, 

was called Terrapin Neck.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16 1751 Fry-Jefferson map depicting the Virginia Colony and surrounding provinces in 1752 online at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Wagon_Road  
17 Fairfax. Land Grant to Jeremiah York. Frederick Co., Virginia. 6/7/1751; Library of Virginia, Virginia Land Office 
Patents and Grants, Northern Neck Grants and Surveys, Book G, p.541, http://image.lva.virginia.gov/LONN/NN-
5/292-2/292_0483.tif.  A detailed and fully cited research report on Jeremiah York and his land, written by Ronald 
E. York and James Earl York III, is on my website at https://myallredfamily.com/york/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Wagon_Road

